
 

 

DOWN AMPNEY PARISH COUNCIL 
 
MINUTES OF PARISH COUNCIL AGM MEETING 
HELD AT DOWN AMPNEY VILLAGE HALL 
TUESDAY 14th MAY 2019, 7.30PM 
 
Present :  Cllrs Jenkins (RJ), Matthews (AM), Tappern (GT), Cope (GC), Bellamy (LB) and 
Dangerfield (KD); Cllr Spivey – CDC (LS), Cllr Parsons - GCC (SP); Clerk – Gail Dillon. Mr D 
Fowles (outgoing CDC councillor); 1 member of public. 
Apologies : Cllr Higson (AH). 
 
 

 Action 
2. Minutes of last meeting: 
These were circulated and approved by the meeting. The minutes of the 
meeting held on 08/01/2019 were also approved by the meeting. 
 
RJ welcomed Cllr Liz Bellamy onto DAPC and also Cllr Lisa Spivey, the newly 
elected District Councillor. 

 

3. Elections of Officers 
The elections of officers were held and are detailed in Appendix A. All were 
unanimously approved. 
 
Declarations of Acceptance of Office were duly signed. 
 
It was agreed that Cllr Ray Jenkins and Cllr Antony Matthews would be 
added as cheque signatories following Mrs J Job stepping down as a 
councillor, who should now be removed from the mandate. Clerk to 
organise. 
 
The duties of outgoing Cllr J Job were also discussed and allocated as 
follows: 
AM to take on role of organising annual Litter Pick 
LB to take on role of reviewing monthly digests received and circulating as 
appropriate. 
GT and LB to be responsible for updating Emergency Plan when appropriate 
– KD to assist. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 

4. GCC Report 
SP advised he had visited the footpath next to the post box to review it. 
Unfortunately, Mike Barton, the Footpaths Officer, does not have money in 
his budget to repair it at this stage. 
The road going into Meysey Hampton is scheduled to be repaired in 
Sept/Oct this year. 
SP then left the meeting. 

 

5. CDC Report 
Mr Fowles, outgoing District Councillor, reported on two matters: 

 
 
 



 

 

• There is a new specific person in charge of Neighbourhood Plans. 
Andrew Scarth has contacted both DF and LS to be involved with the 
Down Ampney Neighbourhood Plan. LS indicated she had not 
received any contact – GT to follow up. 

• Broadway Farm – DF has had a conversation of Jonathon Mullings of 
Sanctuary Group. Dialogue is still ongoing but costs are important. 
He will be in touch with RJ to arrange a face-to-face meeting with DF 
and LS to discuss how the project can be moved forward. 

RJ passed his thanks to DF for his efforts for Down Ampney over the years. 

 
 
Cllr Tappern 

6. Chairman’s Report 
Attached in Appendix B 

 

7. Planning 
• 19/01399/FUL – LB declared an interest.GT confirmed there was no 

objection to the application but commented that increasingly plans 
are being submitted with no dimensions on them. Point to be raised 
with CDC Planning dept. 

• RJ requested a general planning meeting with LS to discuss ongoing 
concerns with regards to planning. LS confirmed she would be happy 
to do this. 

 
 
 
Cllr Tappern 
 
Cllr Jenkins 

8. Finance Report 
1. AGAR 2018/19 – The Annual Governance statement was approved 

and signed by the Chair and Clerk/RFO. 
2. The accounts for the year ended 31st March 2019 were approved 

and signed by the Chair and Clerk/RFO. 

 

9. Village Matters 
• Highways: RJ reported that the edging to the village green was 

undertaken very quickly by Highways and the cost will be met by 
GCC. Richard Grey has asked if there are any other projects needed 
within the village but there would need to be a 50/50 split with 
DAPC on any costs. AM noted that he hopes maintenance continues 
on the potholes as edges of recent repairs are already starting to 
break up. RJ will feed this back. 
It was also noted that there is a large pothole by the Pheasantry and 
another one by the post box. RJ to report 
RJ advised the meeting of the incident of a car hitting the war 
memorial. The insurance company has been informed and CDC 
buildings regulations officer has attended and reviewed the plinth 
and confirmed it is safe. The matter is also in the hands of the 
police. RJ proposed that when it is being fixed that the area around 
should be paved or gravel added to take away the planting and 
maintenance issue. This will be considered in due course. 

• Dukes Field Maintenance : a complaint has been received regarding 
the haphazard cutting back of hedges and trees as some residents 
carry out maintenance for which permission was given some years 
ago. However, it was noted that landowners have changed over the 
years so it may not be up to date permission. Savills marked trees 
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which were permitted to be cut back a couple of years ago but it 
appears other trees have been damaged. GT/GC to draft response. 

• Neighbourhood Plan update: the minutes of the last meeting are 
available on the website. GT reported that Thames Water have 
carried out investigations and believe there is capacity for the new 
development within the existing pipework. GT has sent various 
questions back to Thames Water and is following up with a specific 
contact now. Next meeting will be 21st June, 5-7pm. LS has also been 
invited to attend. 
The proposal to purchase mapping software which will be useful for 
the village as a whole as well as for the Neighbourhood Plan was put 
forward – it will cost £110 inc VAT to purchase and then £90 pa 
thereafter. All unanimously agreed. GC to organise purchase 

• Footpaths report/RJ met with Bidwells who are the new agents for 
Wellcome Trust. They have noted that they are unable to locate the 
permissive paths agreement. GC has a recent map from Farmcare 
and he will provide copy to KD. There is concern that the agreement 
has lapsed. However, Bidwells are prepared to look at it and perhaps 
extend the paths. Mike Barton should be involved. RJ confirmed that 
he will try to organise Bidwells attending a PC meeting to update 
everyone. 

• Village Hall update: during the litter pick it was noted that grasses 
are overgrowing and there is a dead hebe with very large roots 
which need to be removed. Village Hall committee will organise but 
PC may need to contribute to the costs. 

• Playground update: we now have access to funding information 
through Cirencester Town Council which AH will follow up on her 
return from holidays to see if there is any funding we can access for 
replacement of the surfacing. A request has been made for the grass 
to be cut shorted. RJ to discuss with contractor. 

• Noticeboard update: the post by Hospital Road has split right down 
the middle. Supplier will replace it as requested by GC/RJ. There has 
been a request that the fingerposts are changed to add ‘+ shop’. 
There would be a cost of £85 per post. It was agreed not to go 
ahead with this at this stage but that it should be added to the 
noticeboards when they are printed. 
KD and GC are co-ordinating re adding a footpath sign onto the 
fingerposts at Oak Road to indicate it is not for cars. 
The quote for the two noticeboards is £1325 including 3 iterations 
of the design. DF will put GC in touch with other printers for an 
alternative quote. LS will investigate if there is any funding available. 
It was agreed the design needs to be pushed forward. GC to report 
back in a month but all are happy to move forward on this. 

• Speed Camera report: GC, GT and AM visited Rodborough who have 
speed cameras installed. The proposal is for a dual system which will 
record speed in both directions and there could be funding available 
as it would be the first of its kind in the country, so may be potential 
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for national press etc. The costs will be £16,000 for the two 
cameras. There would also be £2000 for annual maintenance costs. 
The police would be informed and can visit persistent offenders and 
can then issue a s59 warning if they offend again. The offender’s car 
could also be impounded. It can integrate with other local systems 
and with police systems to catch people offending in different areas. 
However the video deletes after 3 days if it is non-speeding. 
All agreed that this should be investigated further. RK proposed 
contacting the police to meet to discuss the proposal. 
Fundraising options would need to be sought. RJ asked whether 
DAFFERs would be able to contribute. GC advised they are only 
running 2 events this year but could contribute a small amount. 
There do seem to be other funding streams available though. GC 
and AM will take forward. 
A resident asked about what signage would be required. GT advised 
that it isn’t obtrusive. 
LS keen to keep in touch on the matter also. 

• Daffodil planting: it was agreed that DAPC would contribute £50 
towards daffodil planting at each entrance to the village. A villager 
has agreed to organise this on behalf on the PC. 

 
 
 
 
Cllr Jenkins 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cllr 
Matthews/ 
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10. Correspondence 
• RJ has been advised that the Wellcome Trust want the All Saints 

Church PCC to contribute approx. £7500 towards the chancel 
liability. Rev Swanton has requested that DAPC write to Bidwells on 
the matter. RJ to draft a response. 

 
 
 
Cllr Jenkins 

11. Meetings/Training Attended  
The meeting closed at 9.35pm 
 
The next meeting will be held on Tuesday 2nd July at 7.30pm in the Wynne 
Room. 

 

 
 



 

 

 
  

Down Ampney Parish Council 
AGM Election of Officers - 
14/05/2019 Appendix A 

Position/                
Responsibility Proposed Proposed by: Seconded by: 

Chairman Ray Jenkins Geoff Tappern Gareth Cope 

Vice Chairman Geoff Tappern Gareth Cope Karen Dangerfield 

Planning committee 

Lead - Geoff Tappern Ray Jenkins Gareth Cope 
Ray Jenkins Antony Matthews Geoff Tappern 
Liz Bellamy Gareth Cope Karen Dangerfield 

Antony Matthews Gareth Cope Liz Bellamy 

Footpaths Karen Dangerfield Ray Jenkins Gareth Cope 

Transport/Highways 
(inc Lorry Watch) Ray Jenkins Gareth Cope Liz Bellamy 

Finance Ray Jenkins/Antony Matthews Geoff Tappern Karen Dangerfield 

Tennis Club Karen Dangerfield Geoff Tappern Ray Jenkins 

Health & Safety (inc 
Playground/MUGA) Ann Higson Ray Jenkins Antony Matthews 

Tree Warden Liz Bellamy Gareth Cope Karen Dangerfield 

Village Hall Karen Dangerfield Gareth Cope Liz Bellamy 

Website/Mapping Gareth Cope Ray Jenkins Geoff Tappern 

Compliance Gareth Cope Ray Jenkins Antony Matthews 

USAF Liaison Karen Dangerfield Ray Jenkins Geoff Tappern 

Fundraising Ann Higson/Antony Matthews Gareth Cope Ray Jenkins 

Cheque signatories Ray Jenkins/Antony 
Matthews/Clerk Geoff Tappern Karen Dangerfield 



 

 

CHAIRMAN'S	REPORT	 	 	 	 	 	 	 APPENDIX	B	
	
Report	for	May	meeting	2019	
	
Since	the	last	meeting,	it	has	been	relatively	quiet	in	terms	of	DAPC	business.	
Contact	was	received	from	a	local	resident	asking	whether	or	not	DAPC	had	made	any	
decisions	related	to	a	draft	concept	plan	thought	to	have	been	issued	by	Sanctuary	in	
connection	with	a	revised	layout	of	houses	at	Broadway	Farm.	
It	was	made	clear	that	DAPC	had	no	decision-making	ability	on	any	such	proposal	but	
had	consistently	related	to	the	developer	of	the	parish's	desires	that	had	been	
accumulated	following	their	public	exhibition	some	time	ago.	
It	was	also	pointed	out	that	attendance	at	Parish	meetings	alloweNews	and	village	
website.	
	
We	are,	however,	still	awaiting	Sanctuary's	intentions	to	be	lodged	with	CDC	so	that	
they	may	be	discussed	at	a	Parish	meeting.	
	
A	meeting	has	been	held	with	GCC's	Highways	officer	to	consider	further	works	in	DA		
We	have	been	offered	a	50%	partnership	approach	to	installing	kerbing	to	the	village	
green	to	prevent	erosion	caused	by	heavy	goods	vehicles	turning	too	sharply	so	cutting	
into	the	green.	
It	is	proposed	to	install	granite	blocks	approximately	4	mtrs	either	way	to	the	three	
corners	of	the	green.	
This	will	make	the	total	length	some	24	mtrs	@	approx.	£50	per	mtr	to	DAPC,	a	total	
cost	of	£1200.	
	
A	meeting	has	been	held	with	Bidwells,	the	new	managing	agents	for	Farmcare.	The	
senior	partner	Mr.	Henry	Turtill	and	the	local	agent,	Mr.	Jack	Hawkesworth	attended	
together	with	Cllr	Karen	Dangerfield	and	your	Chairman.	
Issues	related	to	access	to	both	public	and	permitted	footpaths	were	discussed	(See	
separate	report)	together	with	progress	on	gravel	extraction.	
It	was	stressed	that	communication	between	parties	was	essential	for	a	good	
relationship	to	develop.	Every	indication	of	such	was	given	by	Mr.	Turtill	that	this	will	
happen.	Bidwells	are	now	the	'mouthpiece'	of	Farmcare	and	we	have	direct	contact	with	
them.	
	
Finally,	as	your	Chairman,	may	I	thank	all	councillors	for	their	support	and	hard	work	
over	the	last	term	of	office	and	look	forward,	in	whatever	capacity	I	may	be,	to	working	
with	them	in	the	future.	
	
Cllr	Ray	Jenkins	
26th	April	2019	
 
 


