
 

  

Down Ampney Newsletter 
December 2021 

Please send all ar�cles for the January issue to DownAmpneyNews@gmx.com by 19th December 

 

STOP PRESS 
ALERT!!! 

 
By now, many of you will have heard that the Co-op has applied for ‘outline   
consent’ to build 8 houses on the land that we all know as Duke’s Field, that  

being the land opposite the school. 
 

If not, this message comes as a wakeup call for you to take  
no�ce. 

 
Duke’s Field, (now renamed by the Co-op as Millennium Field!), is the only       

remaining piece of land within Down Ampney that can be considered a green 
open space, all other parcels being under threat of development by our 

‘worthy’ absentee landlord. 
 

Its historic connota�on together with the calming aspect that this land brings to 
the village must be preserved and we ask everyone to object to any such          

development taking place there. 
 
Follow the link  
to CDC planning website ref; 21/04185/OUT 
or write directly to the 
Chief Planning Officer 

Cotswold District Council 
Trinity Road 
Cirencester 
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Deadlines and Advertising 
 
The deadline for contributions is 19th of each month. Please submit your copy (but not paid 
adverts) to DownAmpneyNews@gmx.com by 6pm on 19th, or post/deliver to Su Moody 
at Fieldview, Down Ampney GL7 5QW (behind the phone box).  
 

If you would like to advertise your business, please email us with your contact details and to 
discuss prices and requirements. Charity adverts benefit from special rates. 
 

Please send submissions in MS Word, Word compatible, or Publisher format, or as a JPG or 
PNG, as we do have to reformat or resize some contributions. It would also help if you use 
Verdana font, size 10 or 11. Please avoid underlining or formatting. 
 

Thank you — Su Moody & Jenny Collyer 

THE FIGHT BEGINS 
Thanks to Councillor Lisa Spivey for the petition (https://bit.ly/3kSy4hQ), Nigel Musgrove for 

the photo, and everyone who was able to turn out at such short notice. The banners were         

fabulous! We have until the first few days of December to fight this, so get your battle britches on, 

everyone sign the petition (friends and family included), and look out for information from our  

Parish Councillors. Please make sure that anyone who doesn’t have access to email or Facebook 

(Down Ampney Online) is kept informed and included in any protests and action plans. 

The Editor 

DOWN AMPNEY CHRISTMAS LIGHTS 
Everyone welcome! Come and see the wonderful Christmas lights. 

All proceeds from donations to CLIC Sargent (Cancer in Children). 

The lights will go on about 11th December until New Year. 

Wee look forward to seeing you all — Sue & Mick Mills  
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NEWS FROM ALL SAINTS’ CHURCH, DOWN AMPNEY 

Dear Friends 
 
Nicola will tell you, I am not very good at  
buying Christmas presents.  Some�mes I see 
something during the year, buy it and put it 
somewhere ‘safe’ – and then forget all about 
it, or can’t find it un�l a�er the event; or 
leave Christmas shopping to the last minute 
and then can’t find anything suitable…  I now 
tend to get clues and prompts, or am told “By 
the way, you have bought me a … for     
Christmas”! 
 
Christmas is the season when Chris�ans     
remember God’s gi� to us of himself revealed in 
human form yet s�ll divine – ‘the Incarna�on’.  
Jesus gave us a glimpse and insight into who God 
is; what his will is for humankind; and provides a 
guiding light through his teaching.  The words of 
Jesus are s�ll impac�ng on the lives of many –   
including our Queen. 
 
There is a poem by Oren Arnold en�tled: 
”Christmas Gi� Sugges�ons” – which might help 
those of us not too good on the present front - 
 

To your enemy, forgiveness. 
To an opponent, tolerance. 
To a friend, your heart. 
To a customer, service. 
To all, charity. 
To every child, a good example. 
To yourself, respect. 

 
I hope you might take the �me to join us at one or 
more of our Christmas Services in our Parish 
churches celebra�ng the birth of Jesus Christ.  And 
on behalf of our Parish may I wish you and your 
families: peace, goodwill and love this Christmas 
and a new year of blessings. 
 

Yours as ever — John 

Vicar of Down Ampney 
 
 

 

Vicar – The Rev’d Canon John Swanton           Tel: 01285 – 851309                Email: john@swanton.plus.com 

CHURCH SERVICES - DECEMBER 2021 

Sunday 28th November 
Advent Sunday 
8am Holy Communion           Driffield 
10am Parish Communion  Poulton 
 

Sunday 5th December 
Second Sunday of Advent 
8am Holy Communion            Ampney Crucis 
10am Parish Communion  Down Ampney 
 

Monday 6th December 
St Nicholas’ Day 
WI Carol Service             Ampney Crucis 
 

Thursday 9th December 
          4.30pm Chris�ngle          Ampney Crucis 
 

Saturday 11th December 
Christmas Music, Carols and Readings 
with the Cantores Choir 
7pm Carol Concert          Down Ampney 
 

Sunday 12th December 
Third Sunday of Advent 
8am Holy CommunionPoulton 
10am Parish Communion         Driffield 
 

Sunday 19th December  
Fourth Sunday of Advent 
8am Holy Communion                  Ampney St Peter 
10am Parish Communion        Ampney Crucis 
5pm Carol Service         Poulton 
 

Thursday 23rd December   
5pm Na�vity Service         Harnhill 
 

Friday 24th December   
CHRISTMAS EVE 
3pm Crib Service         Down Ampney 
5pm Carol Service         Driffield 
5pm Carol Service                  Ampney St Peter 
11.15pm Midnight Communion  Poulton 
 

Saturday 25th December  
CHRISTMAS DAY 
10am Christmas Communion       Ampney Crucis 
10am Christmas Communion       Down Ampney 
 

Sunday 26th December 
FEAST OF STEPHEN 
10am Parish Communion       Harnhill 
 

Sunday 2nd January 2022 
Second Sunday of Christmas 

10am Christmas Communion Down Ampney  
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From DAPC 
 

Your Parish Council met on the 2nd November.  Owing to a number of Covid related problems 
the meeting fielded a quorum of three Councillors plus Cllr Lisa Spivey (LS) and the Parish 
Clerk. 
Other Councillors were able to link in via Zoom but were unable to contribute to discussion by 
law. 
 
As LS requested to leave the meeting early she was invited to open discussions by giving 
comment on her report.  Having provided a comprehensive ‘generic’ report, LS was asked 
that she provide detail of information directly related to DA village affairs rather than the 
more ‘generic’ version offered. 
 

Of important matters: 
1) The government is advocating that ALL towns and villages have a speed limit of 20mph. 

This is to be applauded and LS was asked to promote this requirement with GCC to     
action.  

2) With Cllr Joe Harris having promised to roll out a referendum on Green Waste Issues 
some years back, we are still awaiting this to happen. LS was asked to ‘enquire’ when 
this was to be. The government is considering a proposal to have all green waste       
collected for free. 

3) It was stated that there are funds available at CDC to provide assistance with post-Covid 
regeneration. Bodies within towns and villages are being asked to come up with schemes 
to revitalise activities and economic shortfalls.  Should anyone have suitable ideas would 
they kindly contact the Chairman in the first instance. 

4) Oak Road Closure: consideration was given to having the Oak Road closed to cars. 
5) Over the years there has been an increase in vandalism, fly tipping and drug taking at  

or near the Arnhem Memorial ground. This cannot be allowed to continue and the road 
closure is the only option available to stop unsavoury behaviour. It has now been noted 
that the graffiti ‘artist’ has extended its activity to the playground and several litter bins. 
This is sad behaviour by youths with nothing better to do  

 
THE QUEEN’S PLATINUM JUBILEE 
It was agreed to purchase a new bench seat made out of recycled plastic and plant a tree at 
the village hub. 
 
PLANNING 
a) Broadway Farm:  No further news 
b) 21/00949/FUL:  Duke’s Field 10 dwellings:-  

Following comments from Highways and the Conservation Officer, Cotswold Homes have 
submitted a new drawing showing a footpath from development along Oak Road. A    
further layout has been issued showing solar panels on roofs.  

c) 21/02696/FUL:  Erection of a single-storey rear extension, 3 Down Ampney: 
The parish council has no objections to this application.  

d) 21/03413/FUL:  Erection of two dwellings with associated vehicular accesses and   
outbuildings, 38 Down Ampney. There is no objection from Down Ampney Parish Council 
for the development of two houses on the plot indicated.   However: 

There are several concerns and in particular that the pedestrian access is by gates 
on to the busy Down Ampney Road. There are at present no footpaths that would 
serve these properties.  

e) 21/03988/FU:  Erection of two storey rear extension and single storey front garage  
extension, 7 The Old Estate Yard, Down Ampney. No objection as long as build materials 
match and minimum inconvenience and noise to nearby residents.  

f) Rooktree Farm:  Preliminary discussions with a possible developer for this site have 
been held. At very early sketch stage and will be for up to 9 bungalows. 

g) Sewage:  A major concern to the village and a letter written to Thames Water requiring 
answers on safety in swimming in Ampney Brook and the upgrading of the Ampney St 
Peter plant and pipe network. Reply received from Thames Water. An important part of 
the Neighbourhood Plan which requires answers. Ongoing. 

h) Sir Geoffrey Clifton Brown’s meeting ref Water issues in the area. Held on 22nd Oct: A 
good example of “I can do nothing about it” for various reasons. Nobody taking          
responsibility. Environment Agency are not enforcing riparian owners to clear their  
ditches etc.   

i) 21/04185/OUT: APPLICATION TO DEVELOP DUKE’S FIELD (as Millenium Field 
by Co-op). An outline application has been submitted to develop the field       
opposite the school for 8 houses 
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THE VILLAGE NEEDS YOU! 
 

A number of councillors are due to retire in the very near future. We 
therefore need you to come forward to join the Parish Council – if we 
cannot find anyone interested CDC will take over the   running of our 

village. 
 

AN APPEAL 
 

Please consider giving a small amount of your time to help manage village affairs. 
We meet bi-monthly for approximately 2 hours on a Tuesday evening. Tasks 

allocated to individuals vary but are not onerous. Tasks/projects include planning, 
care of the village Infrastructure (verges, trees, footpaths, playground/MUGA), 

solutions to speeding and more. We are also looking to appoint someone to drive 
sustainability within our village. Training is provided. 

 
ARE YOU INTERESTED? 

 

If you believe you can offer help and deliver good governance, please contact (in 
confidence) either:  

THE VILLAGE CLERK, MRS. GAIL DILLON, downampneypc@gmail.com, or           
THE CHAIR, RAY JENKINS, rayjay45@btinternet.com or any councillor.  

UPGRADING CCTV 
The principle of installing CCTV to cover the play and MUGA pitch was discussed. It has been         
confirmed that it is legal to film activity at these sites subject to clear signage being shown. 
The cost and practicality of installing CCTV is being investigated with a view to progressing             
installation. 
 

ANPR UPDATE 
Cllr Matthews confirmed that the police have now accepted that there would be no            
infringement of personal liberties when and if ANPR systems are installed. A full trial of      
operating the speed notification system with Rodborough Parish Council is to be carried out. 
However, discussion centred on the potential for police to charge parish councils for writing 
to ‘offenders’. This must be challenged as the police are failing badly in speed control in 
towns and villages as well as being able to benefit from number plate recognition for crime 
prevention. It is seen as their responsibility to carry out investigations. 
 

SPEED SIGNS 
There are a couple of anomalies in speed signage within the village. Church Lane and Oak 
Road have signs believed to be wrongly located. This matter to be taken up with Highways. 
 

TREE SURVEY 
To cover H&S requirements upon the DAPC, it has been necessary to employ a tree surveyor 
whose role will be to assess those trees that are the Parish’s liability. An annual report will be 
made and action taken where necessary to prevent any accidents. 
It has been noted that liability for the copse above Duke’s Field rests with the Co-op. 
 

DESPERATELY SEEKING COUNCILLORS 
From the other appeal to be seen in our wonderful DA News, you will see that the DAPC 
needs more people to come forward to act as Councillors. One resident has very kindly      
offered to join the committee which is a blessing. 
Without a Parish Council this village will suffer badly being directly handled by CDC. You will 
have lost your democratic right to choose how best your money is spent! 
 

FINALLY 
Villagers will know that a serious outbreak of Covid has happened in our village. 
We urge everyone to continue following what was the Government’s previous guidelines and 
don’t be fooled by the relaxation of same. 
Committee meetings, club gatherings, social events and going to the village hub to shop 
MUST require that attendees wear masks and, preferable, have undertaken a Lateral Flow 
test before considering joining in. 
This is for your own safety as we are not out of the woods yet. 

STAY SAFE 
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Copy of the letter sent to the Co-op Property Director, and reproduced on the                    
Village Facebook page: Down Ampney Online 

Principles more valuable than profits. 

To MR. S. HOOKINS, Managing Director of Property at Co-op 
 
Sir 
 
It was with some incredulity that I received the news that your company had made an outline   
application to develop a parcel of land within the conurbation of our rural village of Down 
Ampney.  
 
Whilst it is understandable that the Co-op is required to profit from its landholdings, wherever 
possible, there must, surely, come a time when sensitivity and good governance should prevail? I 
am speaking of an application related to land at the centre of our village known for many decades 
as 'Duke's Field’ (the Co-op having renamed this field as Millennium Field in 2000 without        
discussion with ourselves). 
 
The Co-op has had a chequered history in its time as custodians of the Down Ampney Estate 
much of which has left a sour taste in the mouths of its residents. From lack of maintenance and 
repair to reducing the estate land to desert-like set-aside some years ago.  
 
The retention of all potential development land upon the sale of the farmland to the Wellcome 
Trust came as no surprise but seen as a 'Sword of Damocles' awaiting its drop and ruin our     
village by overdevelopment. 
 
Dialogue with your property department acrimoniously ceased several years ago over the issue 
of Broadway Farm after we, as a Parish Council, had negotiated with you to build 22 houses,   
only for your company to railroad through another application to build 44 houses, a slap in the 
face to the Parish. 
 
Following a gap of some years I later initiated a contact with the Co-op, on a basis of, 'better the 
devil you know'. Subsequent discussions with your representative proved amicable and I believe 
helpful to the Co-op in progressing reasonable development around the village. 
 
I am well versed in property development and fully understand that the Co-op requires to refill its 
coffers, particularly after the last Chairman's scandal. What we, collectively, cannot understand or 
condone however, is the disgraceful way in which this application has arrived on our doorstep. 
 
The application is contemptuous of any good will generated by meaningful communication by 
your representative, where, even at a recent meeting, this land was highlighted as an essential 
green lung in the village. This can only be seen as 'opportunism' on your part during the lengthy 
consideration by CDC of our Neighbourhood Plan'. There was no good grace by him to mention 
otherwise. 
 
You will, no doubt realise that all the machinery that we can muster will be brought to bear on this 
issue and urge you to rethink this disgraceful application. 
 
Cllr R Jenkins 
Chairman Down Ampney Parish Council 
 
cc:  
Sir Geoffrey Clifton Brown MP 
Cllr Lisa Spivey - Cotswold District Council 
Cllr Geoffrey Tappern - Lead Planning Officer Down Ampney parish Council 
Mr A Scarth - Chairman Neighbourhood Plan Committee 
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Village Mee�ng 

A formal no�ce as to whether a Strategic Environmental Assessment is needed 

has s�ll not been received from CDC and therefore the formal Regula�on 14 

Consulta�on cannot yet begin. However, the Steering Group believe that an 

event to explain the next steps and present what has been achieved so far 

would be useful. 

To this end the Village Hall has been booked on Saturday 11th Dec 2021          

between the hours of 09.30 and 12.30. All are welcome and are encouraged to 

drop in between these �mes. 

Neighbourhood Development Plan Steering Group 

Nov 2021 



 

8 



 

9 



 

10 

This term, many of our ac�vi�es have revolved around our school environment and the fact that as a    
village school we are so firmly rooted in our local community. 
 
We feel it is very important that the children are aware of the military history associated with Down 
Ampney but also the fact that peace is a fragile commodity and has to be nurtured.  On Armis�ce Day, the 
children were joined by the Rev Scoones from Fairford and laid a wreath at the village War Memorial.  We 
were very proud of our Y6s as they read the �me-honoured words of the Exhorta�on and Kohima at the 
service, and of our younger children who also took part with readings.  Later, Mrs Grace played the Last 
Post while the children placed crosses around the Peace Tree at the other end of the village. 
 
We have also been involved in enhancing our school environment and the children have planted over 200 
bulbs donated by Bulbs4kids, and learnt a great deal about gardening (and compost!) in the process.  Our 
thanks to Mrs Kjellgren for her help and also to Mr & Mrs Dearsley who came in this weekend and planted 
some of the trees donated to the school from the Woodland Trust. 
 
The school is so fortunate to have such excellent facili�es and you may o�en see the children outside   
doing laps of the field as part of the government’s Daily Mile ini�a�ve. 
 
Our older children have also completed their Cycling Proficiency training to help them cycle safely around 
the village and beyond. 
 
Our classroom learning this term has included topics as diverse as forces, sta�c electricity and Early       
Islamic history.  Being a small school, we can be flexible in our curriculum planning but the rolling          
programme means that children do not repeat topics within each Key Stage. We have also had our School 
Beat Officer come to visit with an amazing interac�ve assembly that had the children enthralled – and  
culminated in their detec�ve skills leading to the “arrest” of one of the teachers as the jewel thief! 
 
We are very grateful to all who help our school community in so many ways, including the Bag Collec�on 
which realised over £140. We have also updated our school website and will con�nue to add more         
informa�on onto this so that is go to place to find informa�on about our school – do check it out! 
 

www.downampneyprimaryschool.co.uk 

  

We hope that we will be able to see you at our Christmas in the Community on 16th December. 

Rebecca Gray, Head Teacher 
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Everyone at the Air Tattoo is very much looking forward to bouncing back next year following two 
cancellations and planning is well underway for RIAT 2022. 
 
The Royal International Air Tattoo will return in 2022 from 15-17 July and we are planning for it to 
be similar in scale to the 2019 airshow. Friday will again be the preview day with a 4 hour flying 
display whilst Saturday and Sunday will both be full show days with over seven hours of thrilling 
flying displays each day.  
 
RIAT 2022 will see us celebrating the United States Air Force's 75th Anniversary in spectacular 
style. In addition, our operational theme for next year will be 'Training the Next Generation Air 
Force' and we hope to see many exciting aircraft from around the world on display. Many of the 
world's Air Arms put the Royal International Air Tattoo at the top of their list when it comes to   
deciding where to demonstrate their aircraft's capabilities and the professionalism of their air-
crew. We are looking forward to welcoming old and new friends to take part in our return in 2022. 

ROYAL AIR FORCE Charitable Trust Enterprises 
Home of the Royal International Air Tattoo 

www.airtattoo.com 

Down Ampney FC home fixtures  
 

Saturday 11th December - 2.30pm k/o  

 
Swindon Town Ladies at Down Ampney home fixtures  

 

Sunday 28th November  2.00pm k/o  
Sunday 12th December  2.00pm k/o  

 
Swindon Supermarine U12 at Down Ampney home fixtures  

 

Sunday 28th November - 10.30am k/o 

 
Social Club Bar opening time’s 

 
Friday and Saturday 7 pm till 11 pm. Sunday 7pm till 10 pm.  

 
Membership of the Social Club is £5 for the year. 

  

Sunday nights are bingo nights starting at 8.30pm 

Christmas bingo  Friday 17th December 8pm start 

Skittles and Blind Raffle Saturday 18th December 7.45pm start 
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Down Ampney Art & Craft Circle 

Fortnightly meetings Tuesday December 7th, 1pm-4pm 
Down Ampney Village Hall 

 

Watercolours, acrylics, pencil, pen & ink, crafting, knitting, crocheting, etc. - anything creative you 
wish. It's a friendly space to create, explore, develop, help and support each other, share, be inspired, 

and express yourself.  At the request of participants, face coverings may be worn. 

 

Wreath Making (bring foliage) — email or check facebook for further information.  
There will be a small additional charge for this workshop of £3 for members and £6 for visitors. 

 

Contact: DAACCGL7@gmail.com 

www.facebook.com/groups/DAACC/ 

Do you want to help preserve this landmark in the centre of our Village?  

We’re looking for volunteers to join the group aiming to restore and    
regenerate our phone box.  

If you are interested, send your contact details to                             
DownAmpneyNews@gmx.com and we’ll forward your information along. 

The cafe is now open selling drinks, sandwiches, pastries and savouries to order. 

Special offer:  Coffee or Tea and a piece of cake for £3 ! 

 
Opening hours: Shop 9-12 every day.           Post Office 9-12. Mon, Tues, Thurs and Fri 

 
HOLIDAY OPENING HOURS: will be as normal expect for the following: 

 

SHOP  -  closed Saturday 25th and Sunday 26th December 
 

POST OFFICE  -  closed all Bank Holidays: Monday 27th and Tuesday 28th December,  
Monday 3rd January 

 
 

The shop offers a wide range of essen�als and if we don’t stock it we can try to get it for you. 
 

The shop is run by volunteers and we badly need new ones to help out, even if only occasionally. It can be 
great fun! 

 

If you’re interested or for more informa�on please contact:  
Tony Peel 07751 723399  simpeel@b�nternet.com  or Peter Baillie davs2016@hotmail.com  
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Used Postage Stamps for Breast Cancer Research 

This is to remind you of the change of collec�on point for the Used Stamp          

Collec�on from now on.  I collect the stamps to raise funds for The Breast Cancer 

Research charity, in Abingdon.  The charity receives £20 per kilo.   

Thank you for collec�ng throughout the year.  Can I remind you that unfranked, 

defaced or ripped stamps are worthless for this charity.   

Please leave ONLY 1 cm of envelope around the stamp, otherwise we are paying 

postage on unwanted paper.  I cut off 1.5 kilos of unwanted envelope this �me!  

And found some very interes�ng stamps in doing so.   

Many thanks for your help.  Janet Singleton, 

The Nook (turn le� from Village hall drive and we are 4th house on the LHS).  There 

is a box in the porch .  

 

Update on "Hold the Date - Jazz in the Church on 28th November" 
 

It has been decided to postpone this event and incorporate it within the 
150th Anniversary of the birth of Ralph Vaughan Williams, taking place in 

2022 
 

 More information to follow.... 

CHRISTMAS GREETINGS  

 

We have decided not to send Christmas cards to our 

many friends in the village, this year. Primarily, this is 

to help save the planet. 

Instead, we will give a dona�on to CHYP, Cirencester 

(Cirencester Housing for Young People) 

We hope you a have a very happy and peaceful   

Christmas. 

Best wishes, Janet and Ray Singleton 
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Cricklade and District Probus Club 
We are looking forward to mee�ng as group on the 2nd December when the talk will be 
on John Padmore - 18th Century Engineer and Polymath. On 16th December  will be our 
Christmas Lunch which is eagerly an�cipated by the members. 
 

The mee�ngs take place fortnightly on a Thursday at 10.00 am at the White Hart Hotel 
in Cricklade. Ours is a friendly group who enjoy keeping our minds ac�ve and socialising 

over a drink in the bar a�er the mee�ngs. We are ac�vely seeking to expand our numbers and look       
forward to welcoming new members to the Club. 
 

For further informa�on about our local club for re�red gentlemen, please contact the Honorary             
Secretary, Richard Roberts on 01793 751063. 

Down Ampney Gardening Club 
 
October Meeting 
 
“The History and Restoration of Painswick Rococo Garden” with speaker Dominic Hamilton, 
Garden Director for the Rococo garden. 
 
The land was purchased by a Gloucester lawyer, Charles Hyett in 1733. He had 
the house built but sadly died 3 years after it was finished. It was then passed 
down to his son, Benjamin, who created the garden adjacent to the house. In 
the 1740s he chose to use a hidden combe behind the house. Thomas Robins 
recorded the layout of the garden in a painting. Subsequent owners of the  
family as it passed down to them did not show much interest in the garden and 
it became very overgrown. 
 
In 1955 Lord Dickinson inherited the estate. It was he and Lady Dickinson who 
in 1984 decided to restore the garden to its original design. Thomas Robins 
painting has been a vital reference point in the restoration. 
 
In 2012 freehold to the garden was given to Painswick Rococo garden trust, a registered 
charity with the aim of promoting the preservation, maintenance and improvement of the 
garden. 
 
The gardens/ buildings host weddings, open air theatre and sculpture exhibitions. 
Well worth a visit to see the snowdrops in January/ February and also daffodils/ tulips in 
late March , early April. 

Beryl Jones 
 
November Meeting 
 
Carl Sadler, a Gloucestershire woodsman, demonstrated trug making at our November 
meeting.  He started with the ash handle and trug rim and then using strips of cricket bat 
willow, which were soaking in boiling water, completed the trug using copper nails.  While 
he was working he talked about his experiences at county shows and steam fairs and the 
work he has done for television and film sets. 
 
December Meeting 
 
The Gardening Club Christmas Social will be on Thursday 9 December in the Dakota Room 
when we will enjoy mince pies and a drink.  All are welcome: free for members and £5 for 
non-members. 
 
Everybody is asked to bring a wrapped gardening-themed gift. You can either make   
something or buy it, but you must not spend more than £5 on the gift. 

  Helen Baillie 
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FRIENDS	OF	FAIRFORD	&	LECHLADE		COMMUNITIES	
(Reg. Charity No: 1180059)  

YOUR LOCAL CHARITY  

Serving Fairford, Lechlade and the surrounding villages. 

(Formerly League of Friends of Fairford Hospital) 

News and Informa�on from your Community Friends 

 
CHARITY CRAFT FAIR LECHLADE  

This very successful event was held on Saturday 13th of November in the Memorial Hall, Lechlade.  The 
Annual Prize Draw was very successful and overall £1700.00 was raised for the Charity.    Thank you to all 
the volunteers who provided the refreshments and all those who baked cakes.   We would also like to 
thank the Stall Holders and hope they had a successful a�ernoon.    
 

100 CLUB – 2022 
As we are only just star�ng to fund raise a�er Covid-19 we are keen to increase membership of our 100 
Club.  If you are already a member and pay annually by cheque please forward your cheque for £12 to 
Jeff Dawson, Glen Lea, High Street, Meysey Hampton, GL7 5JW.  If you are not yet a member and wish to 
join please see our website (www.friendsoffairford.org.uk) or contact |Kelly Smith on: 07713 881167 or 
email: gm@friendsoffairford.org.uk for further informa�on. 
 
Half of all the money raised each year is distributed in cash prizes, the remaining half is added to our 
charitable funds. 
 

HOUSE-TO-HOUSE 2022 
 
We are looking to bring back our House-to-House event next year.  In order to do this, we would need to 
ensure we have enough volunteers to make it a success.  If you are interested in being a volunteer or a  
co-ordinator for your area please get in touch and let us know.  gm@friendsoffairford.org.uk.  Thank you.    
 

CHRISTMAS 2021 
On behalf of the Trustees we wish everyone well through the fes�ve season and beyond.  Please           
remember to look out for friends and neighbours and we hope everyone keeps safe.   

Thank you for your con�nuing support. 
 
If you want to make a dona�on you can do so online through our website  www.friendsoffairford.org.uk 
or by sending cheques made out to ‘Friends of Fairford’ and pos�ng to Ms Andrena Miles, AMM 
Bookkeeping and Accountancy, 2nd Floor, 11 High Street, Fairford, Gloucestershire GL7 4AD 
 
Informa�on on what we do can be found on our website www.friendsoffairford.org.uk and the names of 
our exis�ng team of trustees are listed on the Charity Commission’s website.  

 

Shelley Welsh, Chair  
Friends of Fairford & Lechlade Communi�es (Reg. Charity No. 1180059) 
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Down Ampney   

C of E  Primary School  

Collect used Ba�eries and used Ink 

cartridges.   

 

Collec�ng boxes in the school lobby 

just inside the main door. 

 

Thank you.   

RIDE and STRIDE 2021 

      

 

 

 

The 4 riders for this year’s sponsored ride in support of the Gloucestershire Historic Churches Trust 

were Michael and Tony Large, Ray Singleton and Derek Skinner.  We raised £1310 (excluding gi� aid), 

which included a dona�on of £270 from the Kier Founda�on.   

The weather was perfect for a great day’s cycling and many more churches were open and welcoming 

riders this year.  Michael, Tony and I rode 50 gruelling miles – the hills out of the Churn valley are   

steeper than I remember from previous rides - and visited 18 churches.   Derek, who is older and wiser, 

selected a more sedate route.  

A huge thankyou to all the sponsors in the village and beyond.   

50% of the total will be returned to All Saints’, Down Ampney.  Across the county, GHCT has raised in 

excess of £32000, which will contribute to the grant funds suppor�ng restora�on and upgrading        

projects at Churches of all denomina�ons around the county.   In 2021, the Trust gave a grant of £2500 

to All Saints’, for stonework and electrical maintenance. 

 Ray Singleton 

 

£1310 raised thanks 

to your support 
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Tel: 01793 752212   Mobile: 07785 234167 

Email: peterdgoddard@hotmail.com 

Driving Instructor 

 

                                                  

A Professional Gel Manicure in Your Home 
 

Mobile Nail Technician Based in South Cerney, Serving Cirencester                                            
& Surrounding Villages 

  

Evening & Weekend Appointments Also Available 
       

     07740 337441 

 
 

Christmas Bookings Now Being Taken 

 

***** NOW 15% DISCOUNT OFF YOUR FIRST TREATMENT ***** 

SEE MY FACEBOOK OR INSTAGRAM PAGE FOR PRICES (nails2youbyjulie) 
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FUNERAL DIRECTORS 
 

A Slade & Son: 01285 656336 
 

Family firm. Chapel of Rest. 

Ridgeway House, 35 Dyer Street,  

Cirencester    

Email: asladeandson@gmail.com 
 

Blackwells: 01285 750225 
 

Thames House, Thames Lane, Cricklade 

enquiries@blackwellsofcricklade.com 
 

Cowley & Son: 01285 653298: 24hrs 
 

Family firm with individual attention.  

Our Family will care for your family. 
 

Chapel of Rest. Monumental Mason.  

Sculptors. Alternative Funerals. 
 

Triangle House, 62 Victoria Road,  

Cirencester 

Email: enquiries@cowleyandson.com 

 

 
The fish counter at the Trout Farm in Bibury is open daily from 8am. 

 
Watch this space for news and products.  

 

 

 

 

CLEEVELY MEMORIALS 
 

Specialists in Finest Quality 
Individual Memorials 

In Stone, Granite, Marble & Slate 
 

Unit 5b, 83 Prestbury Road, Cheltenham GL52 2DR 

01242 236236 
Email: carolinecleevely@hotmail.co.uk 

www.cleevelymemorials.co.uk 
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Your Local 
Electrician 

 
Domestic • Commercial 
Industrial • Agricultural 

 

Call John on 
07970 321644 
01285 656866 

 

All aspects of electrical work undertaken 
www.dudmanelectrical.co.uk 
info@dudmanelectrical.co.uk 

 

 

Ashcroft Practice 
01285 643958 

42, Ashcroft Road, Cirencester GL7 1QX 
 

Physiotherapy, Osteopathy, Cranial Osteopathy, 

Spine Align Holistic Therapy, 

Acupressure Massage (Shiatsu) 
 

care@ashcroftpractice.co.uk 

Anthony Kember 
 

Offers 
Property and Garden Maintenance 

 
No job is too small or too big 

 
Call Cirencester 01285 644583 or 

07788 988 345 

 
 

Interior and exterior decora�ng,   

dustless sanding, airless spraying, paint effects  

07887427905 - jmgoughdecora�ng@gmail.com 

Walking on Air  
 

“Foot Care from the 
Comfort of your home” 

 
Foot Treatments 

 Toe-nail Trimming 
 File and Moisturising massage 
 Callus and Corns  
 Ingrowing Toe-nails 
 Fungal Infections 
 Athlete’s Foot 
 

Contact Yvonne, Foot Health Practitioner, DipCFHP   
Tel: 07922 103532 (Fairford based) 

www.walkingonairfoot-care.co.uk  

 

 

 
Den�sts: 
Beverley DeRenzy Channer BVSC MPhil BDS (Hons) 
Julia Winstone (BDS) 
Hygienists: 
Anne Bowman EDH 
Natalie White EDH 
Prac�ce Manager: Sally Ann Humphries 
 

Email: recep�on@crickladeden�st.co.uk  
Tel: +44 (0)1793 750388 
104 High Street, Cricklade SN6 6AA 

TREVOR CARR 
 

Bell Lane, Poulton 

01285 851 306 

MOT’s, Body Work, Insurance work, 
Exhausts & Ba�eries 

All makes serviced and repaired 
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The Down Ampney Newsle�er is printed by Cotswold District Council.  www.cotswold.gov.uk  print@cotswold.gov.uk 

The Editor and the Treasurer produce this publica�on for the convenience of the Villagers. No liability can be accepted by the 
Editor, the Treasurer, or Down Ampney Parish Council for any loses, however caused, from this publica�on. The Editor        

reserves the right, at their discre�on, to amend or exclude any ar�cles submi�ed for publica�on. Nonetheless, the contents of 
the published ar�cles, views expressed, and contents of adver�sements are solely the responsibility of their authors and    

adver�sers, not the publishers, the Editor, or the Treasurer. 

Village Directory 

Down Ampney Newsletter Editor: Su Moody 01793 750611, DownAmpneyNews@gmx.com 
Treasurer: Jenny Collyer 07769 601350, DownAmpneyNews@gmx.com 

Village Hall Available to hire for parties, wedding breakfasts, clubs or meetings 
www.downampneyvillagehall.co.uk 
Contact: Mr P Baillie 01793 751429, bookings@downampneyvillagehall.co.uk 

Village Shop Next to Village Hall. Open every day 9am-12 noon 
Contact: 01793 752590 www.downampneyvillageshop.co.uk 
Volunteers are always needed. Contact: Tony Peel 07751 723399, simpeel@btinternet.com  

Post Office In the Village Shop. Open Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 9am-12 noon 01793 750385 

Village Web Site For news, local information, and useful links.  www.downampneyvillage.co.uk 

Down Ampney Online Facebook www.facebook.com/groups/DownAmpneyOnline/  
Email: su.moody1889@gmail.com to post to the Facebook page if you don’t use Facebook  

Down Ampney Businesses  
and Services Facebook 

Adverts and information by local businesses and services 
www.facebook.com/groups/DAOnlineBusinessesandServices/  

Village Correspondent For entries for the Wilts and Glos Standard 
Contact: Melanie Fouracre, email: dastandard44@gmail.com  

Village Agent Lynn Costello 0770 128 1785  email: lcostello@villageagent.grcc.org.uk 

Football & Social Club Open Friday and Saturday 7-11pm, Sunday 7-10pm. Contact: Mr A Lawrence 01793 750593 

Village Primary School Contact: School Administrator, Mrs S Woodruffe 01793 750294  
admin@downampney.gloucs.sch.uk     www.downampney.gloucs.sch.uk   

All Saints’ Church 
 

Open: daily 10am-4:30pm. Services: see page 3, ampney.info/vicar or Church notice board  
Contact: The Rev’d Canon John Swanton, The Rectory, Ampney Crucis 01285 851309 
Church Wardens: Mr G Newman 01793 750087, Mrs A Stokes 01793 750674 

Parish Council Chairman: Mr Ray Jenkins 01793 751894 
Clerk: Mrs Gail Dillon 01285 851893, email: downampneypc@gmail.com 

District Councillor Lisa Spivey, email: lisaspivey4@gmail.com 

Refuse Collections Food caddy weekly Friday 7am. All other bins & bags on alternate Fridays. 

Good Neighbours Collection of prescriptions and transport to medical appointments for older members of our 
community. Contact: Mrs Caroline McKemey 01793 751780 

Gloucestershire Police The Forum, Cirencester GL7 2QY Mon-Sat 8am-8pm www.gloucestershire.police.uk 

Neighbourhood Watch Report issues by calling 101. In an EMERGENCY call 999. 
Co-ordinator: Mr D Job 01793 750532 

Library Service Contact: 01285 659813  www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/libraries/mobile-timetables  

Down Ampney Art & Craft  
Circle 

1-4pm on alternate Tuesdays in the Village Hall. Email: DAACCGL7@gmail.com 
www.facebook.com/groups/DAACC/ 

Down Ampney & Local Ladies First Tuesday of the month 7:15 for 7:30pm, Dakota Room, Village Hall 
Membership £36 per year, visitors £5 per session. Email: DALLdownampney@gmail.com 

Gardening Club Meets at 7:30pm on third Thursday every month except August. 
Contact: Helen Baillie 01793 751429 email: gardeningclub@downampneyvillage.co.uk 

Tennis Club Courts next to Village Hall. https://clubspark.lta.org.uk/DownAmpneyTennisClub 
Contact: Tony Peel 07751 723399 email: tennis@downampneyvillage.co.uk 

Fix My Street Report issues within Down Ampney: potholes, fly tipping, etc. www.fixmystreet.com 

Down Ampney Village Facebook www.facebook.com/Down-Ampney-Village-176038752590936/community/ 


