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Deadlines and Advertising 
 
The deadline for contributions is 19th of each month. Please submit your copy (but not paid 
adverts) to DownAmpneyNews@gmx.com by 6pm on 19th, or post/deliver to Su Moody 
at Fieldview, Down Ampney GL7 5QW (behind the phone box).  
 

If you would like to advertise your business, please email us with your contact details and to 
discuss prices and requirements. Charity adverts benefit from special rates. 
 

Please send submissions in MS Word, Word compatible, or Publisher format, or as a JPG or 
PNG, as we do have to reformat or resize some contributions. It would also help if you use 
Verdana font, size 10 or 11. Please avoid underlining or formatting. 
 

Thank you — Su Moody & Jenny Collyer 

Church News ....The church will be open daily from Monday 28th June and our thanks 
to all the openers and lockers that make this possible. 
 
We have had to replace several tiles that have come off the roof and are waiting for 3 ridge 
tiles to be replaced as we can see daylight through the lady chapel. 
 
We are going ahead with the rewiring of the church as this has been flagged up as urgent. 
  
The beech tree in the church yard needs to be cut down ..something we regret ..but have 
had several opinions to say the tree is unsafe. The tree can not be felled and will be taken 
down branch by branch to protect the new wall and gravestones ...this is very costly and 
one we have not budgeted for. 
 
The new wall to the church yard is almost complete and makes a huge improvement to the 
area Chris Evans and Tony Fletcher have done a good job I am sure you agree. 
 
Our thanks to Ted Crellin for removing a very dead tree from near the church path. This is 
so greatly appreciated.  
 
A HUGE thankyou to all the ladies who have turned out over the last 2 weeks and months to 
polish hoover and dust the church to make it sparkle ..you really are stars. 
 
Finally..Please do visit the church ..it gets lonely without you .. 

Adrienne Stokes church warden  

Well House, 53 Down Ampney 
Open Garden 

SUNDAY 8th August 2021 

2 – 5 pm 

Art & craft exhibition, teas & plants for sale 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The silver bracelet raffle draw to take place at 4.00pm 

Any offers of help on the day and contributions of cake/plants very welcome 

Contact: sally.scarth@outlook.com 

Fundraising event for All Saints’ Church repairs 
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NEWS FROM ALL SAINTS’ CHURCH, DOWN AMPNEY 

Dear Friends 

Now – to be clear – I am not looking for   
business.  Just because we are nearing the 
comple�on of the new churchyard extension 
at Down Ampney, I am not looking to fill it 
too soon! 

But I am a li�le troubled by rather seduc�ve 
adverts that I have started seeing about 
‘simple and hassle free funerals’, which can 
be arranged in advance.  Your body is taken 
to the crematorium – no service, no fuss, no 
bother and it is, they say, less cost and also 
means that your family don’t have the worry 
of organising a funeral. 

And on the face of it – who can argue with that?  
Yet, the simple cold logic of the argument troubles 
me.   

For thousands of years the human race has had 
special rites for those who have died.  Arranging a 
funeral, sad though it is, is the last thing we can do 
for our loved ones and most of us want to do that 
carefully, though�ully and properly.  It is also part 
of the ‘grieving process’ and an opportunity for 
family, friends and neighbours to come together 
to pay their respects, mark the passing and       
support one another.  Rituals are s�ll important to 
people.  It has been striking that so many people 
have felt robbed of being able to have the funeral 
that they would have liked for their loved one  
during 2020 and 2021. 

I think funerals are important for those of us le� 
behind.  We need the opportunity to say a 
‘proper’ goodbye. 

So if you really want to save your family some 
grief, rather than opt out of a funeral – write your 
will; and if you are not married, remember there is 
no such thing as a ‘Common Law Marriage’ and if 
one of you dies your estate doesn’t automa�cally 
go to your unmarried partner – so think about 
ge�ng married – and I do like conduc�ng        
weddings! 

Yours as ever — John 
Vicar of Down Ampney 

 

Vicar – The Rev’d Canon John Swanton           Tel: 01285 – 851309                Email: john@swanton.plus.com 

Dates for your diary 
 

Sunday 4th July 2-5pm 
Open Garden at Ampney Brook House, 
School Lane, Ampney Crucis, GL7 5RT 

Beau�ful Cotswold Garden 
Entrance £5 per adult         Tea and Cake 

 
Sunday 19th September 
2.30pm Choral Evensong  

with the Montagu Singers and 
Consecra�on of the New Churchyard 

by The Bishop of Gloucester 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHURCH SERVICE FOR JULY 2021 
 

Sunday 4th July 
5th Sunday a�er Trinity 
10am  Parish Communion     Down Ampney 
6pm  Evensong                 Ampney St Mary 
 
Sunday 11th July 
6th Sunday a�er Trinity 
10am  Parish Communion    Harnhill 
 
Sunday 18th July 
7th Sunday a�er Trinity 
10am  Parish Communion    Ampney Crucis 
 
Sunday 25th July 
St James the Apostle 
10am Parish Communion    Poulton 
 
Sunday 1st August 
Lammas Sunday 
10am  Parish Communion   Down Ampney 
6pm  Evensong                Ampney St Mary 
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From Down Ampney Parish Council 
 
Anyone interested in fishing will know that June is a slow month to catch fish and it has 
been likewise for parish matters. 
 
FUNDRAISING  
Cllr Ann Higson and our Clerk, Gail Dillon, have been working hard to raise the money to 
keep our playground open. Ann reports as follows: 
“At the time of writing we have reached 60% of our target with approximately £15k still to 
be pledged. The good news is that CDC pledged £10k - the maximum amount. We also 
received several generous pledges from local people’’. 
 
If you haven’t already done so please make your pledge NOW. It is an ‘all-or-nothing’  
campaign which means we don’t get any money unless the whole target is reached. THEN 
THE PLAYGROUND MAY WELL CLOSE! 
 
Pledges will only be charged if the project hits its funding target of £37936 by 
31 July 2021. 
 
Every pledge, however small helps us save our playground.  If you know of any local   
business that may care to make a pledge please direct them to: 
www.spacehive.com/down-ampney-childrens-playground 
 
PLANNING 

 Frankly, DAPC is bewildered by the lack of progress on Broadway Farm and it has been 
necessary to pressure the company to maintain its land holding.  

 Whilst the application is with CDC to develop Duke’s Field, there are a number of issues 
related to the site that have yet to be addressed. Cllr Tappern has repeatedly asked for 
information from CDC Planning Department on these issues and has yet to receive any  
answers.  

 There is a growing, general, local lack of confidence in the way that planning            
applications are now being dealt with. Many applications are being delegated to      
planning officers to form an opinion and decisions are being made behind closed doors. 

 There has been no further information on the possible planning application to develop 
Rooktree Farm.  

 No further information on sewage disposal has come forward from Thames Water      
related to the application to develop Duke’s Field. 

 
CROSS BOUNDAY PARISH LIAISON 
The concerns by other local parishes over gravel extraction and planning generally has led 
to the forming of an alliance between the following Parish Councils: Marston Meysey,  
Meysey Hampton, Castle Eaton, Cricklade, Latton and Down Ampney.  
 
In so having an alliance we consider that it will add weight and pressure upon District and 
County Councils to address our concerns, which are not only parochial, but affect everyone 
in our area. It is becoming obvious that Parish Councils are being side-lined when         
decisions are being made. 
 
MINOR WORKS IN OUR PARISH. 
It has been custom and practise when small works have become necessary for a small 
band of volunteers, mainly elderly, to undertake such without payment OR thanks. Given 
that these volunteers are somewhat older now, and there are very few local residents  
prepared to give time to help, we are moving towards employing a contractor to deal with 
these jobs which will have to be paid for.  Obviously this will impact our reserves but     
unfortunately this is the situation we find ourselves in. 
 
We are seeking someone capable of undertaking minor works and ask if there is anyone in 
the village that might assist in this.  This occasional work may include small repair to 
equipment and local street furniture, as well as spraying weeds in the village hub car park 
and tennis court areas. 

Please contact our Clerk or Chairman if interested (contact details on back page). 
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Gardening Club  
 
One afternoon in June members of the Gardening Club travelled down to Cadenham 
Manor in Wiltshire where we visited a wonderful garden. We were welcomed by Victoria, 
the owner, who gave us some history of the house and the garden and then we were 
each given plans and we were able to wander all over the garden. The wisteria was in 
bloom and filled the gardens with its fragrance. We enjoyed the lavender garden and  
the peony walk, we admired the croquet lawn and were impressed by the orderliness  
of the kitchen gardens. It was refreshing walking along the canal garden in the shade  
on the warm afternoon and seeing the water lilies in the sunken moat. All in all we  
thoroughly enjoyed the visit and we finished off the afternoon being served tea and 
cakes. 
 
There will not be a meeting in July but the Gardening Club is organising the Down 
Ampney Front Gardens Competition. 

The Down Ampney Front Garden Competition 
Saturday 10th and Sunday 11th July 

 
 

All profits will go to All Saints Church, Down Ampney 
 
From 9.30am on Saturday 10 July until 5.00pm on Sunday 11 July a wide range 
of gardens, in Down Ampney, will be entered in the Front Garden Competition.  
Why not wander around the village and have a look at the gardens?   
 
Some gardens will have garden ornaments made from recycled materials, by 
children which will be in a separate competition.   
 
Enter the "People's Choice" competition so you can tell us which you think is the 
best garden - you may win a prize for doing so! and the gardener of the garden 
with the most votes will win a prize.   

Down Ampney Art & Craft Circle 
Fortnightly, next meeting Tuesday July 6th 1pm-4pm 

Down Ampney Village Hall 

 
Watercolours, acrylics, pencil, pen & ink, crafting, knitting, crocheting, etc. - anything creative you 

wish. It's a friendly space to create, explore, develop, help and support each other, share, be inspired, 
and express yourself.  

 

Due to recent restrictions, there will be no water available for washing palettes, etc. and we request 
materials are kept to a minimum. Bring your own refreshments, and face coverings must be worn. 

 

(£30 for the rest of 2021, £3 per session as a visitor) 
 

Contact: DAACCGL7@gmail.com 
www.facebook.com/groups/DAACC/ 

The People's Choice Selection Sheets will be on sale at £2 a sheet.  You can get them at the 
Village Shop from 9am to 12noon on Friday 9th July, Saturday 10th and Sunday 11th July 
and at the Refreshments Garden while refreshments are being served.   
 
The Refreshments Garden will be by the War Memorial at the Marston Meysey junction and 
will be open from 10.00am to 4.00pm on Saturday and Sunday.   
 
Winners will be announced on the Down Ampney Online Facebook Group and the Down 
Ampney Newsletter (August edition).   
 
We look forward to seeing you!  
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The cafe is now open selling drinks, sandwiches, pastries and savouries to order. 

Special offer:  Coffee or Tea and a piece of cake for £3 ! 

The shop offers a wide range of essen�als and if we don’t stock it we can try to get it for you. 
 

Opening hours: Shop 9-12 every day. Post Office 9-12. Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays 
 

The shop is run by volunteers and we badly need new ones to help out, even if only occasionally. It can 

be great fun! 

If you’re interested or for more informa�on please contact: 

Tony Peel on (07751) 723399 or simpeel@b�nternet.com, or Peter Baillie davs2016@hotmail.com  

FRIENDS OF FAIRFORD & LECHLADE COMMUNITIES 
(Reg. Charity No: 1180059)  

YOUR LOCAL CHARITY  
Serving Fairford, Lechlade and the surrounding villages. 

(Formerly League of Friends of Fairford Hospital) 

News and Informa�on from your Community Friends 
 

APPOINTMENT OF GENERAL MANAGER  
We are pleased to announce that Kelly Smith has been appointed General Manager of Community Friends with effect from 7th 
June. A�er gradua�ng from university Kelly has worked in the third sector for many years and is passionate about campaigning, 
increasing awareness and be�ering the lives of others. Kelly lives in Southrop with her husband and young family and they 
both have become highly involved with village life through the village hall and the local school.  She is really looking forward to 
mee�ng everybody involved with the Community Friends and to helping the local community. 
 

CYCLE CHALLENGE  
In June, July and August, David Nash from Fairford will be cycling around as many surrounding villages to the Fairford and  
Lechlade area to raise fund for Friends of Fairford & Lechlade Communi�es (Community Friends). Both David and his wife,  
Alison have been regular volunteers for the House-to-House event, but as this has not been able to take place for a second 
year, David has chosen to support Community Friends for his cycle ride. He has set himself the challenge and target of visi�ng 
over 50 local villages and hamlets – and will take some pictures along the way. If you would like to donate please do so via  
David’s Virgin Money Giving site: h�ps//uk.virginmoneygiving.com/DavidNash32/1 
 
Your support would be very much appreciated for David and for Community Friends.    
 

VOLUNTEER DRIVERS NEEDED URGENTLY 

Our team of volunteer drivers provide a lifeline to many in our community who need to get to their medical        
appointments at the GPs and hospitals.  With appointments opening up again we urgently need more drivers to 
help with this vital community service.  We ask our volunteers to complete a DBS check as this service provides 
much needed support and assistance to many vulnerable people in the community.  Car running costs are paid for. 

If you think you can help please contact Val Harvey on 07540 798226 or email Val at valharvey56@gmail.com 
 

COVID-19 COMMUNITY FUNDING SUPPORT – REMAINS OPEN FOR APPLICATIONS 
The Community Friends’ Covid-19 Support Fund established to provide financial support to local organisa�ons, 
chari�es, volunteer groups, families and individuals who have been impacted by Covid-19 remains open for         
applica�ons.  To date the fund has provided grants exceeding £77,000 to local individuals, organisa�ons and     
chari�es.  
 

Please refer to our website for details of how to apply and the criteria we use to assess applica�ons and for more 
informa�on about the Community Friends (www.friendsoffairford.org.uk). 

      
With thanks for all your support.   

Graham Hewi�, Chair — Friends of Fairford & Lechlade Communi�es (Reg. Charity No. 1180059) 
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September 11th, 2021 
 

The Ride+Stride event is taking place this year on September 11th and, hopefully, there will be no 
covid restric�ons. Full details are available at www.ghct.org.uk/ride-and-stride .  Thanks to your 
generosity in 2020 and all of the sponsors around the county, the Trust was able to maintain its 
grant programme in 2020/2021, providing funding totalling £150,000 for church maintenance 
and renova�on projects in Gloucestershire. This year is the 40th anniversary of GHCT and, since its 
founda�on, over £2 million has been awarded in grants.   
 

There will be several riders from the village seeking sponsors this year.  There is a JustGiving page 
to sponsor Down Ampney riders. Please use this if you can.   

www.justgiving.com/fundraising/RaySingleton-Ride-and-Stride-2021  
 

If not, please sponsor by cheque payable to Gloucestershire Historic Churches Trust or, as a last 
resort, with cash.  As usual, 50% of the sponsorship monies will be returned to All Saints’ Down 
Ampney, which is facing significant costs to maintain stonework and to upgrade the electrical  
system.  A longer term project to install toilet facili�es at the church is progressing and this will 
require significant funding in the future. 
 

We are aiming for 2021 to be a record year for Ride+Stride.   
 

For further informa�on and for dona�ons, please contact Ray Singleton at The Nook (near War 
Memorial), raysingleton@b�nternet.com 

Down Ampney & Local Ladies 
 

We are a social group providing friendship, fun, social interaction and support to  
the ladies from the village of Down Ampney and surrounding area. 

Our Drinks & Canapes evening at the end of May was a lovely way to start socialising  
again, although it was very chilly in the garden! But we had a fabulous turnout of members and friends; 
many thanks to Karen and Barry Russell for hosting. 
 

The Trail of Friendship in June was held on a beautifully sunny evening, and over a dozen people followed 
the trail around the village, all ending up with a fish & chip supper outdoors at the Football Club! 

The recent delay to the easing of Covid restrictions unfortunately means that our “Welcome Back” event 
cannot take place inside the Village Hall. We have postponed it for a month, and hopefully we will be able 
to go ahead on the first Tuesday evening in August.  

To fill the gap, we are going to host a “2020 Quiz”, outdoors in the Village Hall garden. We probably all 
want to forget the year 2020… but this quiz is all about events that happened during this fateful year! It 
was a busy year (Brexit, Covid, BLM, Captain Tom, Presidential election…) when everyone did nothing! To 
take part on Tuesday 6 July, please bring your own chair and refreshments behind the Village Hall. £5 for 
non-members. Please note the Hall will not be open (no toilets), and this event is weather dependent… 

Our first monthly “Cuppa & Cake” took place in June and we were blessed with lovely weather, so the 
garden was almost filled! The July “Cuppa & Cake” will be held on Wednesday 21 July in the morning… 
more details will be sent to members and friends soon. 

For information or membership of Down Ampney & Local Ladies, contact DALLdownampney@gmail.com 
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FUNERAL DIRECTORS 
 

A Slade & Son: 01285 656336 

Family firm. Chapel of Rest. 

Ridgeway House, 35 Dyer Street, Cirencester 

Email: asladeandson@gmail.com 

 

Blackwells: 01285 750225 

Thames House, Thames Lane, Cricklade 

Email: enquiries@blackwellsofcricklade.com 

 

Cowley & Son: 01285 653298 : 24hrs 

Family firm with individual attention. 

Chapel of Rest. Monumental Mason. Sculptors. 

Triangle House, 62 Victoria Road, Cirencester 

Email: enquiries@cowleyandson.com 

CLEEVELY MEMORIALS 
 

Specialists in Finest Quality 
Individual Memorials 

In Stone, Granite, Marble & Slate 
 

Unit 5b, 83 Prestbury Road, Cheltenham GL52 2DR 

01242 236236 
Email: carolinecleevely@hotmail.co.uk 

www.cleevelymemorials.co.uk 

We are suspending our deliveries through the summer and will  
return in the autumn. Watch this space for news and products. 

 
Wishing all our customers a great summer! 

 

 

 

PLEASE save used postage stamps  
Important new Informa�on  

From now on the collec�ng bin will 

be located in the porch at  

The Nook (near War Memorial). 

Now the Village Shop is collec�ng used postage stamps 

for ‘Against Breast Cancer’ a charity in Abingdon.  Their 

website, states they will  redeem £20/kilo of stamps.   

Please keep saving, to help this valuable charity.   

Remember leave 1 cm of envelope around each stamp , 

and only franked (Bri�sh or foreign stamps).  

No damaged stamps are useful for this collec�on.  

Many thanks—Janet Singleton 
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TREVOR CARR 
 

Bell Lane, Poulton 

01285 851 306 

MOT’s, Body Work, Insurance work, 

Exhausts & Ba�eries 

All makes serviced and repaired 

 
 

Anthony Kember 
 

Offers 
Property and Garden Maintenance 

 
No job is too small or too big 

 
Call Cirencester 01285 644583 or 

07788 988 345 

 
Your Local 
Electrician 

 
Domestic • Commercial 
Industrial • Agricultural 

 

Call John on 
07970 321644 
01285 656866 

 

All aspects of electrical work undertaken 
www.dudmanelectrical.co.uk 
info@dudmanelectrical.co.uk 

 

 

Jeremy Smith 
Computer Support for Home Users 

 
Help with: 
 
 Internet and email connection problems 
 Printer setup 
 Advice and setup of new computer        

including transfer of old data 
 Tuition in a variety of applications 
 PC, Mac, iPad, tablets and phones 
 

Call 07837 754939 
or email 

jeremy.smith@education.lu 

Ashcroft Practice 
01285 643958 

42, Ashcroft Road, Cirencester GL7 1QX 
 

Physiotherapy, Osteopathy, Cranial Osteopathy, 

Spine Align Holistic Therapy, 

Acupressure Massage (Shiatsu) 
 

care@ashcroftpractice.co.uk 

 

Tel: 01793 752212   Mobile: 07785 234167 
Email: peterdgoddard@hotmail.com 

Driving Instructor 

Interior and exterior decora�ng,   

dustless sanding, airless spraying, paint effects  

07887427905 - jmgoughdecora�ng@gmail.com 

 
 
 

 
Den�sts: 
Beverley DeRenzy Channer BVSC MPhil BDS (Hons) 
Julia Winstone (BDS) 
Hygienists: 
Anne Bowman EDH 
Natalie White EDH 
Prac�ce Manager: Sally Ann Humphries 
 
Email: recep�on@crickladeden�st.co.uk  
Tel: +44 (0)1793 750388 
104 High Street, Cricklade SN6 6AA 
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The Down Ampney Newsle�er is printed by Cotswold District Council.  www.cotswold.gov.uk  print@cotswold.gov.uk 

The Editor and the Treasurer produce this publica�on for the convenience of the Villagers. No liability can be accepted by 
the Editor, the Treasurer, or Down Ampney Parish Council for any loses, however caused, from this publica�on. The Editor 

reserves the right, at their discre�on, to amend or exclude any ar�cles submi�ed for publica�on. Nonetheless, the contents 
of the published ar�cles, views expressed, and contents of adver�sements are solely the responsibility of their authors and 

adver�sers, not the publishers, the Editor, or the Treasurer. 

Down Ampney News Editor: Su Moody 01793 750611, DownAmpneyNews@gmx.com 

Advertising: Jenny Collyer 07769 601350, DownAmpneyNews@gmx.com 

Village Hall Available to hire for parties, wedding breakfasts, clubs or meetings 

www.downampneyvillagehall.co.uk 

Contact: Mr P Baillie 01793 751429, bookings@downampneyvillagehall.co.uk 

Village Shop Next to Village Hall. Open every day 9am-12 noon 

Contact: 01793 752590 www.downampneyvillageshop.co.uk 

Volunteers are always needed. Contact: Tony Peel 07751 723399, simpeel@btinternet.com  

Post Office In the Village Shop. Open Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 9am-12 noon 01793 750385 

Down Ampney Art & Craft  

Circle 

1-4pm on alternate Tuesdays in the Village Hall. Email: DAACCGL7@gmail.com 

www.facebook.com/groups/DAACC/ 

Down Ampney & Local Ladies First Tuesday of the month 7:15 for 7:30pm, Dakota Room, Village Hall 

Membership £36 per year, visitors £5 per session. Email: DALLdownampney@gmail.com 

Down Ampney Online www.facebook.com/groups/DownAmpneyOnline/  

Email: su.moody1889@gmail.com to post to the Facebook page if you don’t use Facebook  

Football & Social Club Open week days 7pm-11pm Contact: Mr A Lawrence 01793 750593 

Village Primary School Contact: School Administrator, Mrs S Woodruffe 01793 750294 

www.downampney.gloucs.sch.uk 

All Saints’ Church 

 

Open: daily 10am-4:30pm. Services: see page 3, ampney.info/vicar or Church notice board  

Contact: The Rev’d Canon John Swanton, The Rectory, Ampney Crucis 01285 851309 

Church Wardens: Mr D Skinner 01793 750598, Mrs A Stokes 01793 750674 

Parish Council Chairman: Mr Ray Jenkins 01793 751894 

Clerk: Mrs Gail Dillon 01285 851893, email: downampneypc@gmail.com 

District Councillor Lisa Spivey, email: lisaspivey4@gmail.com 

Refuse Collections Food caddy weekly Friday 7am. All other bins & bags on alternate Fridays. 

Good Neighbours Collection of prescriptions and transport to medical appointments for older members of our 

community. Contact: Mrs Caroline McKemey 01793 751780 

Village Agent Lynn Costello 0770 128 1785  email: lcostello@villageagent.grcc.org.uk 

Neighbourhood Watch Report issues by calling 101. In an EMERGENCY call 999. 

Co-ordinator: Mr D Job 01793 750532 

Library Service In Fairford and Cirencester. Contact: 01285 659813 

Gardening Club Meets at 7:30pm on third Thursday every month except August. 

Contact: Helen Baillie 01793 751429 email: gardeningclub@downampneyvillage.co.uk 

Tennis Club Courts next to Village Hall. https://clubspark.lta.org.uk/DownAmpneyTennisClub 

Contact: Tony Peel 07751 723399 email: tennis@downampneyvillage.co.uk 

Village Web Site www.downampneyvillage.co.uk 

Village Correspondent For entries for the Wilts and Glos Standard 

Contact: Melanie Fouracre, email: dastandard44@gmail.com  

Village Directory 

Down Ampney Businesses and 

Services 

www.facebook.com/groups/DAOnlineBusinessesandServices/  


