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The 422d Air Base Group, headquartered at RAF Croughton, provides world-class
combat support enabling communications and global strike operations at RAF
Croughton, RAF Fairford and RAF Welford. The 422d Air Base Group falls under
the 501st Combat Support Wing, headquartered at RAF Alconbury.
The COVID-19 virus has led to new ways of working, and we hope newsletters
help to keep our community partners informed about activities across the Group.

The United States Visiting Forces continue to follow UK government guidelines during Covid-19.
Face masks have been a requirement across all the bases for several months. Sanitizer stations,
Track and Trace and social distancing measures have been introduced in all workplaces.
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News from RAF Croughton

A message from Col Jon Hannah, 422 ABG Commander

I am writing this during our period of Thanksgiving, which has given me
time to reflect on the year and its highs and lows. Thanksgiving is a time for
showing gratitude for the Harvest, and other blessings of the past year.
The first Thanksgiving took place in 1621 when the English colonists of
Plymouth shared a harvest feast with the Wampanoag people. But it wasn’t until 1863, in the midst
of the Civil War, that President Lincoln proclaimed a national day of Thanksgiving across the
United States at the end of November. The holiday was annually proclaimed by every President
thereafter, until finally in 1942, President Roosevelt proclaimed the fourth Thursday in November
as an US annual national holiday - Thanksgiving Day.
The Thanksgiving holiday is now a time when families get together to reflect and celebrate what
they are thankful for. The day also symbolizes peace, thankfulness and the beginning of the holiday
season.
2020 has been a challenging year but there has been plenty to be thankful for. Covid-19 has placed
many restrictions on the way we live and work, but new ways of thinking and working, and
innovative ideas have meant that the mission across all bases within the 422 Air Base Group has
continued unabated. I am immensely proud of all of my Airmen and extended base families, and
what we have achieved this year, together, but apart!
Operations have continued and we are mission ready. Throughout this period readiness has
remained a priority as we have successfully exercised our capabilities to ensure that we are
prepared for any future challenges. Additionally, we have found ways to interact safely with our
community over the holiday season as we work to bring a bit of home to our Airmen and families
serving abroad.
We are now looking forward to the Holiday season and a new year, which will have its own
challenges and successes. I wish you and your families’ warmth and joy over the festive period,
wherever you are and however you are able to celebrate. I hope that 2021 brings opportunities for
us to reach out to the local community, and finally put some faces to names amongst civic leaders.

For more information on RAF Croughton contact Laura Haddy, Community
Relations Adviser on laura.haddy.gb@us.af.mil or 01280 708012.
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Chief Venning serving the airmen and women of the 422 ABG their thanksgiving meal.

News from RAF Fairford
In November 2018, an announcement was made that the MoD had agreed to a request to relocate the
US RC-135 Rivet Joint mission to RAF Fairford, from its existing location at RAF Mildenhall in Suffolk.
This was based on the wider decision for the United States Air Force to close RAF Mildenhall as part of
the European Infrastructure Consolidation program. Two years on, and the world is a different place! In
July 2020, the US government made the decision that RAF Mildenhall would remain open, and a
subsequent decision has now been made that the RC-135 Rivet Joint will stay at RAF Mildenhall.
So what will happen at RAF Fairford? There will be no change to RAF Fairford’s status as a Forward
Operating Location for USAF strategic aircraft, and the base will continue to host regular deployments
of aircraft and personnel. However, there is likely to be some growth at RAF Fairford over the next few
years, to support this strategic mission. Construction projects of around $200million are planned over
the next 5 years, with some increase in military personnel. More details will follow as plans mature.
Many of the military personnel currently working at RAF Fairford are deployed to the base on a
temporary basis, and Christmas for them will be very different this year, away from their families and
loved ones. But we hope to make it as joyful as possible, and look forward to next year when families
will once again be reunited.
We wish you all health and happiness over the Festive period and warm wishes for 2021.
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News from RAF Welford
It is always an honour for the base to host the annual Remembrance Service on November 11 at the
Memorial Grove, but the second lockdown meant that this was not able to take place as usual.
The day did not go by unmarked, however, as the 420 Munitions Commander, Maj Christopher
Wood, laid a wreath at one of the memorial stones, on behalf of the men and women of the 420
MUNS squadron.
We hope to share the commemoration with our civic guests once again next year.

For more information on RAF Fairford or RAF Welford contact Jenny Collyer,
Community Relations Adviser on jennifer.collyer.2.gb@us.af.mil or
01285 714965.

Keep in Touch

We wish you and your loved ones warm wishes over the festive period from all of
the airmen and women of the 422d Air Base Group.

